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with people fleeing, and I met this won-
derful woman who said to me: I have 
my child here. I am dropping her with 
my sister so that she can be free. 

We would not allow this in Texas. We 
would not allow this in New Jersey. We 
would not allow this in Florida. We did 
not allow it even after a week in 
Katrina. Let’s not allow it in Puerto 
Rico either. 
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A TRUE AMERICAN PATRIOT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Minnesota (Mr. EMMER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the career and service 
of Major General Richard C. Nash. 
Major General Nash recently retired 
after serving as adjutant general of the 
Minnesota National Guard for 7 years. 

In his role as adjutant general, Nash 
had the important responsibility of 
overseeing Minnesota’s Army and Air 
National Guard units, an important 
role where he saw great success. Hav-
ing served in the Army National Guard 
since 1976, General Nash was selected 
for the job of general because of his ex-
perience and strong leadership during 
the conflict in Bosnia and the Iraq war. 

During his time in the National 
Guard, as a testament to his hard work 
and commitment to our great Nation, 
General Nash has received many 
awards like the Bronze Star and the 
Meritorious Service Medal. 

General Richard Nash is a true pa-
triot whose service to our Nation has 
been a blessing to us all. I speak for all 
Minnesotans when I thank him for his 
dedication and wish him the best in his 
well-deserved retirement. 

MINNESOTA’S HONORARY CAREGIVER 

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor the life of Carlene Johnston and 
the beautiful partnership she shared 
with her loving husband, Dan John-
ston. 

Originally diagnosed with breast can-
cer in 2012, Carlene passed away in 2016, 
after a long and hard fight. Carlene’s 
devoted husband, Dan, stood by his 
wife’s side through every moment, 
keeping his marriage vow to love his 
wife in health and in sickness. 

On the day that Carlene passed, Dan 
shared in a post that caring for his wife 
in her final days was easy, writing: 
When you’re helping someone you love, 
it’s not a burden. 

As tribute to Dan’s and Carlene’s 
strong marriage and Dan’s commit-
ment to caring for his sick wife, Dan 
was awarded the Waconia Relay for 
Life’s 2017 Honorary Caregiver Award. 

Our most sincere condolences go out 
to the Johnston family, and we thank 
Dan for epitomizing love in its truest 
form. You are an amazing role model. 

BRINGING THE WORLD EXPO TO MINNESOTA 

Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to support Minnesota’s bid to 
host the 2023 World Expo. I was proud 
to cosponsor and see both Chambers of 
Congress unanimously pass the U.S. 

Wants to Compete for a World Expo 
Act earlier this year to give Minnesota 
and the United States a chance to 
showcase the best we have to offer. 

The President signed the Expo Act 
into law in May, and since then, the 
State Department, the Expo 2023 coali-
tion, and the entire Minnesota delega-
tion have been working hard to bring 
this prestigious international event 
back to the United States. 

Now, as we near the November 15 an-
nouncement from the Bureau of Inter-
national Expositions, Minnesota is one 
of the three finalists in the running to 
host the 2023 event with a proposed 
theme of ‘‘Healthy People, Healthy 
Planet.’’ 

I can think of no better place to hold 
such an event, as Minnesota is one of 
the healthiest States in the country, a 
hub for medical innovation and a 
world-class location to host the first 
Expo in the United States in more than 
30 years. 

I am grateful for the support of my 
colleagues in Congress and the Presi-
dent to make this opportunity a re-
ality, and I look forward to putting the 
United States and the State of Min-
nesota back on the world stage as the 
host of the 2023 World Expo. 

A TOP HONOR FOR SHERBURNE COUNTY 
Mr. EMMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today to congratulate the Sherburne 
County Sheriff’s Office for receiving 
accreditation from the American Cor-
rectional Association. Sherburne Coun-
ty received this accreditation because 
of the quality of the county jail and 
the high standards the staff maintains. 

The accreditation was actually 
earned by the 116 correctional officers 
who operate the jail and the strong 
leadership of Sherburne County Sheriff 
Joel Brott. 

This is quite an accomplishment. In 
fact, out of Minnesota’s 87 counties, 
only one other county jail in Min-
nesota received this accreditation. 
Congratulations to Sheriff Brott and 
his officers. We are proud to represent 
you and to work for you. 
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INFRASTRUCTURE FUNDING 
CRISIS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, my 
Republican friends are going to be 
asked this month to embrace a budget 
and a tax proposal with highly disputed 
benefits. But what is not in dispute is 
it will add $1.5 trillion to the national 
debt and up to $4 trillion in cuts to pro-
grams Americans care deeply about, 
like Medicaid and Medicare. 

There is a better way. I spent much 
of this last weekend in Orlando, Flor-
ida, with leaders of the American 
Trucking Association. These are people 
who understand the infrastructure cri-
sis America faces because they and 
their employees deal with it every sin-
gle day. Instead of cutting transpor-

tation funding or having some myth-
ical program without details, they are 
willing to step up and invest more, 
raising their fuel taxes—they already 
pay about half the total cost of the 
Highway Trust Fund—to be able to 
make a difference. 

And I would hope that Congress will 
look at that example, listen to those 
people, and be able to do its part. 

In no small measure, because of the 
leadership of many small businesses 
and trucking associations around the 
country, over half the States, since 
2012, have stepped up to raise their 
transportation resources, and the 
States are seeing the benefit. They are 
seeing the economic impact of the con-
struction, and it is making a difference 
on the ground for people and commu-
nities. 

It is important that the Federal Gov-
ernment does its part. We need to be 
there for projects that are multimodal, 
that are multi-State, and multiyear. 
That Federal partnership has played a 
vital role since the enactment of the 
Interstate Highway System in 1956. 

The trucking industry was able to 
make the point that the public is al-
ready paying the cost, about $1,500 a 
year extra cost for the typical family 
for car maintenance and congestion. 

The transportation industry is pay-
ing some $63 billion of cost every year 
due to congestion. For about $2 a week, 
from the average family, we could take 
critical steps to make sure that we ad-
dress this infrastructure funding crisis. 

If people really want to have some 
congressional action that will put peo-
ple to work at family wage jobs, not 
the disputed trickle-down economics, 
it is undisputable that every $1.2 bil-
lion invested in infrastructure creates 
almost 30,000 jobs. 
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It creates almost about $2 billion of 
economic activity. For each $1.2 billion 
invested, it will reduce the deficit $200 
million. 

Mr. Speaker, it is past time that this 
Congress stops shirking its responsi-
bility. We ought to be in partnership 
not just with the truckers, but with 
AAA, engineers, contractors, construc-
tion unions, local government, the vast 
array, the largest coalition of groups 
dealing with a controversial issue be-
fore Congress. If we would give 2 weeks 
to hear from these leaders across the 
country of this broad coalition, the 
case would be made and I think Con-
gress would finally step up and do its 
job. 

Our partners in the private sector, in 
State and local government, and people 
in the communities can expect Con-
gress to be a partner to make our com-
munities more livable, to make our 
families safer, healthier, and more eco-
nomically secure. 

I hope when some of our friends from 
the trucking industry join us this week 
on Capitol Hill, that Members will lis-
ten to their case and be able to have 
the courage to step up and invest in 
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